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Dear Senator Taylor, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512 - 463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 



Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Larry Taylor 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Taylor: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 


TX-SOS-19-0407-B-000003 



From; 

To; 

Subject; 

Date; 

Attachments; 


Secretary 

Charles Anderson 

Letter from Secretary Whitley 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 8:53:14 PM 

Rep Charles Anderson.pdf 


Dear Representative Anderson, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 
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Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Charles Anderson 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Anderson: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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Dear Representative Paul, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 



Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Dennis Paul 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Paul: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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Dear Senator Hancock, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 



Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Kelly Hancock 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Hancock: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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Dear Senator Hughes, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 


TX-SOS-19-0407-B-000013 







The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 



Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
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Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Bryan Hughes 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Hughes: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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Dear Senator Seliger, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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Capitol Building, IE.8 
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David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Kel Seliger 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Seliger: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Charles Anderson 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Anderson: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 


TX-SOS-19-0407-B-000019 


The Honorable Charles Anderson 
February 13, 2019 
Page 2 


From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Dennis Paul 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Paul: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable John Frullo 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Frullo: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Phil King 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative King: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Rick Miller 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Miller: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Todd Hunter 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Hunter: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Tom Craddick 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Craddick: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Bryan Hughes 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Hughes: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Kel Seliger 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Seliger: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Kelly Hancock 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Hancock: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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The Honorable Larry Taylor 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711-2068 

Dear Senator Taylor: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 


TX-SOS-19-0407-B-000039 


The Honorable Larry Taylor 
February 13, 2019 
Page 2 

From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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From: GeneralCounselGeneralCounsel@sos.texas.gov P* 
Subject: RE: Public Records Request (TX-SOS-19-0407) 

Date: May 23, 2019 at 11:14 PM 
To: American Oversight FOIA foia@americanoversight.org 
Cc: GeneralCounsel GeneralCounsel@sos.texas.gov 


In response to your May 9 email, please note the following: 

1. As we indicated in our April 22 email, we reviewed our records for responsive 
documents by utilizing the Secretary of State custodians listed in Column A of the 
request and the names of the specified individuals/entities in Column B of the 
request. 

2. In our April 12 production, we produced a PDF titled “Keith Ingram texts” 
containing text messages that were collected from Director of Elections Keith 
Ingram (one of the officials listed in Column A of your request). 

3. We have attached additional documents responsive to your request. The letters 
attached to each of the enclosed emails were previously produced to you on April 
22 . 

Sincerely, 


Adam Bitter 

General Counsel 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 


—Original Message— 

From: American Oversight FOIA < foia@americanoversi a ht.or a> 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 12:24 PM 

To: GeneralCounsel < GeneralCounsel@sos.texas. aov> 

Subject: Re: Public Records Request (TX-SOS-19-0407) 

CAUTION: This email originated from OUTSIDE of the SOS organization. Do not click on 
links or open attachments unless you are expecting the email and know that the content 
is safe. If you believe this to be a malicious or phishing email, please send this email as 
an attachment to lnformationsecuritv@sos.texas.g ov. 

Good afternoon. 

Thank you for the further disclosures and your response to my inquiry. American 
Oversight has a couple follow-up questions. 

First, could you please confirm that all of the custodians and all of the search terms we 
provided were included in the search? 

Second, could you please identify the source of the text messages at the end of the April 
12, 2019 release? I do not believe we can identify from those pages of the disclosure or 
from the cover letter whose text messages those are. 


Rcict 












Beth 

> On Apr 22, 2019, at 7:08 PM, GeneralCounsel < GeneralCounsel@sos.texas.a ov> 
wrote: 

> 

> <TX-SOS-19-0407 Documents 4.22.19.zip> 


if 

ZIP 

TX- 

SOS-1....19.zip 



From: 

To: 

Bcc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 


Secretary 

Phil.KinQ(ahouse.texas.aov 

Sam Tavlor 

Letter from Secretary Whitley 
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 9:46:00 PM 
Rep Phil King Ltr.pdf 


Dear Representative King, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 



Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Phil King 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative King: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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From: 

To: 

Bcc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 


Secretary 

rick.millerSihouse.texas.aov 

Sam Tavlor 

Letter from Secretary Whitley 
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 9:55:00 PM 
Rep Rick Miller Ltr.pdf 


Dear Representative Miller, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 
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www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Rick Miller 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Miller: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 


TX-SOS-19-0407-C-000005 


The Honorable Rick Miller 
February 13, 2019 
Page 2 

From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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To: 

Bcc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 


Secretary 
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Sam Tavlor 

Letter from Secretary Whitley 
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 9:41:00 PM 
Rep Todd Hunter Ltr.pdf 


Dear Representative Hunter, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Todd Hunter 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Hunter: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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To: 

Bcc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 


Secretary 
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Letter from Secretary Whitley 
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 9:24:00 PM 
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Dear Representative Frullo, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 
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David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable John Frullo 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Frullo: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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Dear Representative Craddick, 

Attached, please find a letter from Secretary Whitley. A hard copy is being sent to your office. 
Please feel free to reach out to our office if you have any questions. 

Office of the Texas Secretary of State 
512-463-5770 
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The State of Texas 


Capitol Building, IE.8 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 


Executive Division 



Dial 7-1-1 For Relay Services 
www.sos.state.tx.us 


Phone: 512-463-5770 
Fax: 512-475-2761 


David Whitley 
Secretary of State 


February 13, 2019 


The Honorable Tom Craddick 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 


Dear Representative Craddick: 

Last week, I was deeply humbled to appear before the Texas Senate Committee on Nominations 
to discuss my qualifications to serve as Texas’ 112th Secretary of State. 

In succeeding all of the outstanding men and women who have served in this position, I have 
sought to demonstrate to all Texans that I am prepared to take on the responsibilities of the job. 

The cornerstone upon which our nation is founded - the right to vote - must be supported by a 
strong foundation of laws, a code of ethics, and an assurance that everyone who participates in 
our democracy plays by the same rules. 

The Secretary of State is required by law to ensure that voter rolls are accurate and do not 
include persons who are ineligible to vote while ensuring that all eligible voters can participate in 
the electoral process. The tasks are complementary: they promote integrity in elections and that, 
in turn, promotes voter turnout. Democracy in Texas will be strengthened and will endure by 
striving to achieve two goals: protecting the integrity of elections and combating voter 
suppression. I will never waver in my commitment to achieving those goals. 

Regardless of whether voters were born in the United States or have dedicated themselves to 
become naturalized U.S. citizens, all eligible Texans deserve to have their voices heard in our 
democracy. I will faithfully and fully discharge my duty to ensure everyone who is qualified to 
vote has access to the ballot box. 

As Secretary of State, it is my responsibility to ensure that no eligible voters are discouraged 
from exercising their most fundamental right. 

Last month, my office announced the beginning of a list maintenance process, in accordance 
with state and federal law, to ensure the accuracy of our state’s voter rolls. The purpose is to 
make sure that every single eligible voter has a voice at the ballot box, and that voters who have 
not attained citizenship do not register and cast ballots in Texas elections. 
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From the beginning, my intent has been to promote maximum transparency to the public. Like 
any state agency, we are held accountable to the Texans we serve on a daily basis. 

As Texas Secretary of State, I expect to be held accountable every day for my service to the 
voters of Texas. 

After close consultation with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), the counties, and 
members of the Texas Legislature, I have discovered that additional refining of the data my 
office provides to county voter registrars, both in substance and in timing, is necessary to ensure 
a more accurate and efficient list maintenance process. 

My office devoted significant time and effort to educating local registrars about the upcoming 
list maintenance activity. In hindsight, however, before announcing the number of people who 
may not be eligible to vote, more time should have been devoted to additional communication 
with the counties and DPS to further eliminate anyone from our original list who is, in fact, 
eligible to vote. Moreover, the announcement could have been communicated better by including 
more substance from the election advisory, and by emphasizing my goal to ensure that no 
qualified voters are removed from the rolls. I recognize this caused some confusion about our 
intentions, which were at all times aimed at maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the voter 
rolls. To the extent my actions missed that mark, I apologize. 

I want to personally commit to you and your constituents that I will do everything in my power 
as Texas Secretary of State to protect all eligible Texans’ right to vote, and to provide regular 
and transparent updates on the progress of my office’s ongoing list maintenance activities. 

I am committed to serving honorably and working with you to help address the challenges of 
maintaining a free and fair electoral system. I hope to engage more Texans than ever before in 
the democratic process, and to continue protecting our most cherished right. 


Sincerely, 



David Whitley 
Texas Secretary of State 
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